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Résumé
Zusammenfassung

What is the relationship between European law and
international law? Is European law a special brand of
international law? In case of conflict, whose norms
should take priority? What does that mean in national
law terms? These are just some of the many questions
all international and European lawyers have once
wondered about. Interestingly, those questions have
become popular again among European legal schol-
ars after a series of recent decisions by the Court of
First Instance of the European Communities raising the
question of the validity and rank of international law
duties in the European legal order. In international
law, as well, the emergence of transnational norma-
tive hierarchies in the human rights context and, more
generally, the so-called constitutionalization of inter-
national law have thrown new light onto the rela-
tionship between the European and international legal
orders. The conference aims at taking stock of those
recent developments to try to find new answers to old
questions.

The speakers have been invited to contribute in this
debate on the basis of their own expertise in European
and international law. Some will provide general
assessments from the perspective of European or
international law, while others will approach the issue
in a more sectorial way in the context of human rights
or international trade law. One of the aims of the
conference is to develop a theoretical framework for
future reflection on the relationship between a plura-
lity of autonomous albeit overlapping legal orders,
whether national, European or international.
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Programm

8 h 30 International Legal Pluralism:
Mapping the Issues
Prof. Samantha Besson

9 h 00 International Law as Instrument 
and Constraint for the European Union
Prof. Bruno de Witte

9 h 45 Discussion/Diskussion

10 h 15 Pause

10 h 45 The Emergence of Hierarchy in 
International Law and the European 
Union: Towards Constitutionalization 
or Fragmentation?
Prof. Erika de Wet

11h 30 Discussion/Diskussion

12 h 00 Repas de midi / Mittagessen

13 h 30 Constitutional Adjudication 
in a Context of Constitutional Pluralism
Prof. Miguel Maduro

14 h 15 Discussion/Diskussion

14 h 45 International Human Rights Standards 
in the EU. Reception or Parochialism 
in the Supranational System?
Prof. Helen Keller

15 h 30 Discussion/Diskussion

16 h 00 Pause

16 h 30 International Trade Law:
The Impact of Justiciability and 
Separation of Powers in EC Law
Prof. Thomas Cottier

17 h 15 Discussion/Diskussion

17 h 45 Conclusions
Prof. Samantha Besson

18 h 00 Fin de la conférence / Ende der Tagung

Informations générales
Allgemeine Informationen

Lieu / Tagungsort 
Salle Rossier, Hôpital des Bourgeois, rue de l’Hôpital 2, 1700 Fribourg

Langue / Sprache
Anglais (sans traduction simultanée)
Englisch (ohne Simultanübersetzung)

Frais d’inscription / Tagungskosten 
Fr. 150.– (avec documentation et pause-café / Dokumentation und Pausengetränke inbegriffen)
Cette journée est gratuite pour tous les étudiants, assistants et professeurs des Universités de Berne, Neuchâtel et Fribourg, pour les
fonctionnaires de l’Administration fédérale, pour les membres de l’Association suisse pour le droit européen, ainsi que pour les étudiants
des autres universités suisses (prière de joindre une copie de la pièce de légitimation au bulletin d’inscription).

Die Tagung ist für Angehörige der Universitäten Bern, Neuenburg und Freiburg, für Angehörige der Bundesverwaltung, für Mitglieder
der Schweizerischen Vereinigung für Europarecht sowie für Studierende der anderen schweizerischen Hochschulen unentgeltlich
(bitte der Anmeldung eine Kopie der Legi beilegen).
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Informations / Auskünfte 
Béatrice Lendenmann 
Chaire de droit international public et de droit européen, avenue de Beauregard 11, CH - 1700 Fribourg
Tél. : 026 300 81 14 – E-mail : beatrice.lendenmann@unifr.ch
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Nom / Name:

Fonction / Stellung – Institution:

Adresse :

Tél. / Tel. :

Fax / E-mail :

Date / Datum: Signature / Unterschrift :

A renvoyer avant le 18 mars 2008 / Bis zum 18. März 2008 zurücksenden


