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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In my capacity as President of the ch Foundation, it is my honour
to preside over the Institute of Federalism for a second consecu-
tive year. In 2024, the Institute will celebrate its 40th anniversary,
a fitting opportunity to pay tribute to the excellence, expertise and
scholarly authority of the Institute team. As well as sharing its deep
understanding of the law with local governments and other pub-
lic bodies in Switzerland, the Institute’s National Centre produces
legal opinions, provides project support and organises events like
the Federalism Seminar and the Journées du Fédéralisme de Fri-
bourg/Freiburger Féderalismus-Tage. Myriad projects, particularly
research on issues surrounding decentralisation and conflict reso-
lution, benefit from the extensive expertise and professional input
of the Institute’s International Centre, the IRCC. Federalism is, after
all, not just a legal concept. It is also an organising instrument for
societies which are committed to ensuring unity in diversity.

«Applied federalism» touches on many aspects of everyday life.
Take asylum policy, for example. Articles 121 and 121a of the Feder-
al Constitution stipulate that it is a federal responsibility. Yet, the
Confederation could not fulfil this constitutional obligation with-
out the involvement of the cantons and communes. The canton of
Neuchatel is home to one of Switzerland’s six federal asylum cen-
tres which have processing facilities. The centre, in the village of
Boudry, is also the largest of the six, and the only one based in
French-speaking Switzerland. The premises are owned by the can-
ton but managed by the State Secretariat for Migration (SEM) on
behalf of the Confederation. If a resident of the centre falls ill, it
is the canton’s health services that look after them. The children
who live there attend the canton’s public schools, and public safe-
ty and security matters are handled by the appropriate cantonal
agencies. Consequently, federal responsibility intersects with sev-
eral cantonal and communal remits.

Admittedly, the federal government funds, at least in part, the
costs of these delegated tasks. However, peaceful coexistence
does not boil down to or can be solved by financial flows alone. It
will certainly not have escaped your attention that the local com-
munity in Boudry have repeatedly been subject to and decried in-
civilities committed by a very small minority of individuals living
in the nearby federal asylum centre. Events have forced the com-
munal, cantonal and federal authorities to come together (and
must continue to do so) in order to come up with joint solutions
and meet the legitimate expectations of the host population while
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respecting the human rights of those
seeking protection and asylum in our
country.

These discussions involving all three
levels of government bring into sharp
focus the notion of «applied federal-
ismy», the benefits it generates, the
opportunities it presents, and the

challenges it creates. Asylum policy
may be the responsibility of the Confederation, but this respon-
sibility is inevitably a shared one, especially in the eyes of citizens
who care little about the technicalities of which level of govern-
ment is in charge. In other words, «applied federalism» requires an
awareness of the legal powers of every actor concerned and rec-
ognition of the social responsibility to collectively address the re-
alities on the ground. This requires each level of government to be
involved in those areas where the other levels can derive maximum
benefit from the former’s particular strengths.

The Confederation has the advantage of being able to access the
necessary funds to cover the costs of fulfilling its constitutional ob-
ligation. The strength of the commune lies in its direct and con-
stant proximity to the realities on the ground. The canton, for its
part, enjoys considerable latitude when it comes to finding innova-
tive solutions, such as community outreach work in and around the
village’s public spaces and public transport services. Ultimately, a
decision was taken to step up public safety and information efforts
with a view to improving the situation for the host and guest pop-
ulations alike. In this instance, «applied federalismy» provides the
foundations for the creation of a real-life social laboratory in Neu-
chatel. The results of this experiment will be ripe for evaluation in
a few months’ time.

The Boudry example is a reminder that federalism is not just a con-
cept but a lived reality for policymakers and the public.

I'hope that through the collective and constructive efforts of all three
levels of government, «applied federalism» can continue to nurture
social cohesion in Switzerland in 2024 and for years to come.

Florence Nater,
Member of the Cantonal Government, Neuchatel




1. FOREWORD

The last 12 months have been turbulent and are a cause for concern.
In 2023, Switzerland celebrated the 175" anniversary of its first fed-
eral constitution. On a much less positive note, the world was con-
vulsed by the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East, not to mention
many other conflicts. These developments coupled with long-term
challenges like climate change, energy, migration and the future
shape of Swiss-EU relations give the impression of a sprawling and
permanent crisis. The work carried out by the Institute reflects these
global, European and national events. In addition to monitoring cur-
rent affairs and making sense of them, our mission includes the pur-
suit of medium- and long-term projects and the advancement of
knowledge on federalism’s organising principles and their applica-
tion in a constantly changing context. Through our work, we endeav-
our to highlight the advantages of a federal system for tackling these
challenges, develop practical solutions to complex multilevel gov-
ernance problems, and assist institutional actors from both Switzer-
land and abroad by providing them with advice and practical action.

1.1 Evaluating crisis governance

As we reported last year, the Institute is the project lead on two
major pieces of research on how the public authorities managed
the Covid-19 pandemic. Both projects will use their findings to for-
mulate concrete proposals to improve crisis governance.

On 1 March 2023 we began work on «Improving Swiss Pandemic Gov-
ernance - How to Strengthen Democracy, Federalism and Human
Rights Implementation in Times of Crisis». This project is part of the
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) National Research Pro-
gramme «Covid-19 in Society (NRP 80)». The team, which includes
three doctoral students, will analyse the legal and institutional frame-
work underpinning crisis governance and how it was applied during
the pandemic. It will also identify weaknesses and gaps in this frame-
work and put forward recommendations to make it more resilient. A
stronger framework will enable the competent authorities to make
decisions, even under time pressure and in a high-stakes context,
which enjoy democratic and constitutional legitimacy, protect human
rights effectively and safeguard the autonomy of the cantons and the
individual communes. To ensure that no detail is overlooked, and ac-
tionable proposals can be formulated, we will liaise with political de-
cision-makers, scrutinise countless reports, seek advice and conduct
interviews. We are very grateful to our partners for the extensive sup-
port they have already given us. The project will run for three years,
and its initial interim findings will be published early next year.

The EU Horizon Project «LEGITIMULT - Legitimate Crisis Govern-
ance in Multilevel Systems», which will also run for three years,
compares the crisis governance of 31 European countries and as-
sesses the measures taken by international, national and subna-
tional actors during the Covid-19 pandemic. It will use the findings
to put forward recommendations on how to improve crisis govern-
ance in decentralised states and strengthen the legitimacy of de-
cisions taken during such times. The consortium, which is made
up of 11 research institutions including the Institute of Federalism
which also serves as scientific coordinator, met in Bergen in May
2023 to present its initial findings and map out the next research
phase. These findings are now available to read and download on
the project website www.legitimult.eu.

1.2 Two premieres and a relaunch

Democracy demands eternal vigilance. The same is also true
of federalism. While constitutions provide for democratic deci-
sion-making and the federal separation of powers, these important
principles of the state can only flourish if they are constantly re-
viewed and reformed in line with the prevailing context. It is these
considerations that have prompted us to develop new forums that
facilitate an evidence-based grasp, examination and remodelling
of the specific dynamics of federal systems of government.

Last year, we were able to launch two new major federalism events,
which we hope will run for many years to come. The first was the
Federalism Seminar. The inaugural event took place between 24
and 26 May 2023 in Schwarzenberg (canton of Lucerne). Together
with numerous academics and practitioners, as well as a further
40 or so attendees, we examined the roots and defining features
of Swiss federalism before turning our attention to their applica-
tion in practice. The seminar also provided an excellent networking
opportunity for participants, whether from the worlds of academ-
ia, public administration, and politics or from the federal, cantonal
and communal authorities (see Section 3.1 for more details).

The second premiere was the Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg/
Freiburger Foderalismus-Tage, which took place on 7-8 September
2023. In honour of the 30" anniversary of the Conference of Cantonal
Governments (KdK), intergovernmental relations within federal sys-
tems was chosen as the theme of the inaugural event. Experts from
the fields of law, political science and economics were divided into
ad hoc working groups to discuss and debate the historical origins

Annual Report 2023 | Institute of Federalism



and development trajectories of intergovernmental cooperation,
its significance in political life, both in normal times and in emer-
gencies, as well as its impact on cantonal autonomy, the rule of
law and democracy. With a nod once again to the 175" anniver-
sary of the first Swiss Federal Constitution, the evening event on
7 September 2023, which was open to a wider public, focused on
the state of the federalism principle today. Following a very inspir-
ing presentation by Professor Reiner Eichenberger, representatives
from academia and politics took part in a lively debate on federal-
ism’s long-term survival (see Section 3.3).

After a long hiatus, we were finally able to relaunch the Practition-
ers’ Course. Held in summer 2023 in Murten, the course attracted
14 participants and numerous experts, who spent two weeks ex-
ploring the subject of local government, what steps could be tak-
en to make it more effective, and how participation at communal
level could be strengthened. The course was also attended by ex-
perts from the LoGov project, an EU-funded joint research study
that explores the challenges of local governance in urban and rural
areas. The aim of the course was to combine theoretical knowl-
edge with practical experience in order to give practitioners from
a wide range of backgrounds the opportunity to discuss the diffi-
culties they face and jointly find possible solutions to them (see
Section 3.2).

1.3 Final farewell to Thomas Fleiner, founder and
former director of the Institute

We were deeply saddened to learn of the death of Professor Dr Dr
h.c. Thomas Fleiner on 24 November 2023. Professor Fleiner took
over the Institute in 1983 when the ch Foundation for Federal Co-
operation handed over responsibility for it to the University of Fri-
bourg. It was a position he held until his retirement in 2008. Thanks
to his tenacious and courageous commitment, Prof. Fleiner suc-
ceeded in establishing a documentation centre for cantonal law,
which would later become the National Centre. His expansion drive
continued in the 1990s with the creation of the International Centre
of Expertise, now the IRCC. Prof. Fleiner was a passionate advocate
of federalism and worked tirelessly at home and abroad to ensure
that people, regions and countries were able to embrace their di-
versity and co-exist peacefully. He has left his mark in Switzerland
and in many conflict regions around the world and was a formative
influence on the people and institutions that came into his orbit.
The Institute still benefits today from the work of its founder and
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first director. We owe him immense gratitude for his rich legacy and
we will continue to honour and cherish his memory.

1.4 Outlook and thanks

The Swiss federal state celebrated its 175" anniversary this year.
If federalism as a system of government is to continue to bring
peace and prosperity to our country, we must constantly hold it
up to scrutiny and improve it. The Institute is committed to play-
ing its part in furthering this cause. We believe that these efforts
are needed more than ever, especially at the international level.
Countless conflicts, democracies in decline and social polarisation
are a reminder of the urgent need to strengthen institutions which
promote a culture of subsidiarity and compromise and allow peo-
ple and regions with different cultures and faiths to live together
peacefully and democratically.

With the support of the University of Fribourg, its Law Faculty and
the Institute Council under the leadership of Florence Nater, mem-
ber of the Neuchatel cantonal government, we look to the future
with confidence despite a growing number of worrying signs. With
the Federal Assembly’s adoption of Motion 19.3008 calling for fed-
eral contributions to the Institute’s core funding, we hope that its
implementation will happen sooner rather than later. Secure fund-
ing is vital to ensuring that the Institute can maintain the structures
and personnel it needs to pursue its mission of promoting efforts to
strengthen and improve federalism in the national and internation-
al arena and responding promptly to requests for its services. The
legal provisions governing the provision of federal financial support
will be put forward for consultation in spring 2024.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has
helped to make 2023 a successful year for the Institute. First, we
would like to thank the members of the Institute Council and its
President for their constructive cooperation, the University of Fri-
bourg and its Law Faculty for their generous support, and our part-
ners for the great trust they continue to place in our work. Finally,
special thanks go to our staff for their heartfelt commitment and
motivation. It is wonderful and inspiring to see so many people
pulling together to drive the Institute towards a bright future.

Eva Maria Belser
Bernhard Waldmann
Andreas Stockli




2. LOOKING BACK AT 2023

2.1 National Centre

The Institute provides a range of what it refers to as «basic servic-
es». These include identifying federalism-related questions raised
in the academic literature, as well as federalism-related case law
and law-making at the federal and cantonal levels. It analyses and
evaluates the information it collects and publishes the key findings
from these monitoring activities in the quarterly «IFF Newsletters.
This year, all three issues presented the latest developments in the
world of federalism, commented on case law and academic pa-
pers published in 2022, and offered deeper analysis of current and
hotly debated issues, such as the introduction of 30 km/h zones
in Swiss towns and cities; the future of cantonal and communal
regulations on the minimum wage; divergences in cantonal home-
schooling regulations and the position of the cantonal banks fol-
lowing the emergency measures taken by the federal government
to rescue Credit Suisse.

On1March 2023, the Institute launched a research project («Coping
with crises: Strengthening democracy, human rights and federal-
ism») funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation and part of
its larger National Research Programme «Covid-19 in Society» (NRP
80). The project is scheduled to run for three years and aims to an-
alyse the strengths, weaknesses and gaps in the legal framework
for managing epidemiological crises and to develop concrete rec-
ommendations for dealing with future pandemics and other crises.
The results of the work will be the subject of three doctoral theses.
The first set of interim results will soon be published in a series of
papers. The scientific advisory board, which supervises the project,
has provided the team with invaluable support from the outset.

As regards its applied research activities, 2023 was another busy
year for the National Centre. The team produced multiple legal
opinions and expert reports, including an analysis of the principle
of transparency, its scope of application and limitations for ener-
gy providers. The National Centre was also commissioned by the
canton of Neuchatel to carry out an intercantonal comparison of
cantonal bank oversight arrangements. In a study commissioned
by the Canton of Geneva’s Fondation pour les terrains industriels,
the team examined financial control mechanisms and economic
measures that could be applied in industrial zones. Another legal
opinion, commissioned by the Association des communes du dis-
trict du Lac, looked at the «Integration of fiscal equalisation criteria
in the allocation of public expenditure for intercommunal coop-
eration in the canton of Fribourg». A major preliminary study on

the legal structure of the egovpartner cooperation organisation
was prepared on behalf of the State Chancellery of the Canton of
Zurich and egovpartner. In addition, the Road Safety Departmentin
Basel-Landschaft commissioned an expert from the National Cen-
tre to examine the legal validity of the popular initiative «30 km/h
speed limit for main roads - only with the consent of the people»,
which was launched in the canton.

Also worth mentioning is the National Centre’s participation in an
expert group on automated driving set up by the Federal Roads Of-
fice (FEDRO), as well as minor clarifications for FEDRO on several
constitutional law matters in road traffic law. The National Centre
also provided procedural support for an administrative investiga-
tion at the University of Bern, and Prof. Andreas Stockli, one of the
Institute’s co-directors and member of the National Centre, was
elected to the Federal Electricity Commission (ElCom). In 2023,
Prof. Stockli also served as a member of the «Reform of Compe-
tition Authorities» independent expert group set up by the Head
of the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Re-
search (EAER), and of the State Secretariat for Education, Research
and Innovation (SERI) expert group on the «Positioning of Profes-
sional Education Institutions».

It was a busy year for the National Centre with regard to continu-
ing education. It organised and hosted two new events: the Feder-
alism Seminar (see Section 3.1) and the Journées du Fédéralisme
de Fribourg/Freiburger Féderalismus-Tage (see Section 3.3). It al-
so hosted its annual Murtner Gesetzgebungsseminare. Both semi-
nars - legislative methodology and legislative drafting - were, once
again, booked out. Members of the National Centre also spoke at
a range of continuing education events, conferences and symposia
(see Section 5.5 for a detailed list).

2.2 International Centre

For the International Research and Consultancy Centre (IRCC),
2023 brought several positive developments, including a number
of new projects. Over the past 12 months, it has succeeded in con-
solidating and even expanding its myriad consulting, continuing
education and research programmes without making any changes
to the Centre’s existing structures.

In terms of its consulting activities, the IRCC launched a new, larg-
er project with the SDC’s Horn of Africa desk and the World Bank
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in summer 2023. The project focuses on assisting key fiscal federal-
ism actors in Somalia as part of wider efforts to support the coun-
try’s transition to a federal state. Professor Mark Schelker (Profes-
sor of Public Economics at the University of Fribourg) and Séren
Keil from the IRCC travelled to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. During their
10-day stay, they worked with several Somalia representatives on
fiscal federalism reforms for the country (see Section 3.4). Mem-
bers of the IRCC were also involved in various evaluations. For ex-
ample, Flavien Felder contributed to an evaluation of SDC work in
Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Our
work in Ukraine also continued in 2023 with the launch of a new
programme, in partnership with the Swiss Embassy, to strengthen
the role of the parliament in Kyiv.

The relaunch of the Practitioners’ Course in August was undoubt-
edly a highpoint of the IRCC’s continuing education activities in
2023. A total of 14 participants from Europe, Asia and Africa at-
tended the course which this year focused on local governance.
We were able to attract many excellent guest speakers. Thanks
to our involvement with the EU-funded LoGov project on the ur-
ban-rural divide, we were able to invite two notable keynote
speakers: Dr Michelle Maziwisar from South Africa and Alexandra
Schantl from Austria. For the first time in its history, the Practi-
tioners™ Course offered participants the possibility of obtaining
a Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Federalism and Local
Governance. Three of the 2023 attendees took advantage of this
opportunity, becoming the first holders of a CAS issued by the

Practitioners’ Course farewell dinner
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Institute (see Section 3.2). The IRCC also delivered two federalism
seminars for the Spring University in Myanmar and organised training
programmes for its other partners. Finally, Professor Eva Maria Bels-
er represented the Institute at the EURAC Winter School on Compar-
ative Federalism and the African School on Decentralisation.

Our research activities in 2023 focused squarely on LEGITIMULT
- Legitimate Crisis Governance in Multilevel Systems, a project
funded by the EU since October 2022 as part of its Horizon Europe
programme, and the second «Power-sharing for Peace?» project,
supported by the Swiss Network for International Studies (SNIS).
In 2023, the LEGITIMULT team published its initial research find-
ings; these are now available from the project website (https://
legitimult.eu/). The project team, comprising 11 European and
North American research partners, also met in Bergen, Norway.
They used this time to produce several podcasts, videos and oth-
er online content. For its part, the SNIS project deals with power
sharing systems in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria. In 2023, the project
team conducted several interviews and the project leads met in
Istanbul, Turkey. The initial research results were presented at the
IPSA (International Political Science Association) conference in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The Institute team also published widely in 2023. These included an
edited collection of academic articles on the impact that the war
in Ukraine is having on the EU enlargement process in the Western
Balkans (A Year Later: War in Ukraine and Western Balkan (Geo-)
Politics, European University Institute Press) and two articles on
fiscal equalisation (The Fiscal Equivalence Trap - Don’t Decide,
Don’t Pay, How a Principle of Fiscal Federalism Motivates State In-
action, and The Swiss System of Fiscal Equalisation - Balancing
Cantonal Tax Autonomy and Federal Solidarity). Several important
articles were also published in our Working Paper Series, including
articles on Somalia, local government in Ethiopia, and the federal-
ism debate in Nepal. The IRCC remains a member of key research
networks and research associations. In addition, Professor Eva
Maria Belser served as a member of the Advisory Board of the IDEA
(International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance) in
2023, and was also elected President of the International Associa-
tion of Centres for Federal Studies (IACFS).

The IRCC once again welcomed visiting researchers from around
the world. In 2023, scholars from Algeria, Ethiopia, Cameroon,




Colombia, Myanmar, South Africa, Ukraine, Italy, the United King-
dom and Nepal spent time at the Institute. As part of the LoGov
project, three visiting researchers spent time in Fribourg, while two
members of the Institute team - Dr Verena Richardier and Daan
Smeekens - enjoyed a research stay at the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg and Melbourne respectively.

3. INFOCUS

3.1 Inaugural Federalism Seminar

A few years ago, the ch Foundation for Federal Cooperation ex-
pressed a desire to create a continuing education platform exclu-
sively given over to federalism. A multipartite structure (consisting
of the Council of States, the Federal Office of Justice, the ch Foun-
dation, the Swiss Association of Communes and the Swiss Asso-
ciation of Cities), developed a concept for an ad hoc seminar and
commissioned the Institute to implement it. The first seminar was
planned for January 2021, but had to be postponed twice due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. For the organisers, it was a case of third
time lucky: the inaugural Federalism Seminar was held from 24 to
26 May 2023 in Schwarzenberg (canton of Lucerne). More than 40
participants explored the constitutional building blocks of the Swiss
federal state and discussed the practical challenges that federal
Switzerland currently faces. Following a general introduction to the
subject, participants examined a wide range of issues, including the
territorial organisation of the federal State; the division of powers
and responsibilities; fiscal federalism; federal loyalty; and cooper-
ation on the performance of tasks; and the contribution of the can-
tons, communes and cities to shaping federal political will. Work-
shops enabled participants to explore these topics in greater death
using real-life cases (e.g. e-Government and public health care).

Three visiting researchers

Participants of the federalism seminar from 24-26 May 2023 in
Schwarzenberg (LU)

The seminar was aimed primarily at professionals working for the
public authorities and employees of the federal, cantonal, com-
munal and intercantonal administrations, but was also open to
politicians, media professionals and anyone with an interest in
constitutional law and public policy issues. The speakers were as
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diverse as the audience; in addition to the three professors from
the National Centre, there were presentations by experts from the
worlds of public administration, politics and academia. The sem-
inar ended with a discussion on the challenges of federalism by a
panel of federal government, cantonal, communal and city rep-
resentatives.

The second edition of the Federalism Seminar will be held in
Schwarzenberg from 4 to 6 June 2024.

3.2 Practitioners’ Course on Federalism, Decentralisation
and Local Governance

In 2023, the IRCC relaunched the Practitioners’ Course on Feder-

alism, Decentralisation and Local Governance. The theme of this

year’s course, which was held from 7 to 18 August in Murten, was

«Effectiveness and Accountability in Local Governances.

The 14 course participants, from seven different countries, spent
the first week listening to presentations on federalism, decentral-
isation and local administrative structures, and visiting a number
of communes in Murten and Fribourg. During the second week,
the course focused on different aspects of the tasks performed by
the local authorities and how these are handled in Switzerland and
other parts of the world.

The field trips included a visit to the Basler Verkehrs-Betrieben (a
public transport operator in the city of Basel) and the Ostermundi-
gen fire service in the canton of Bern. These were a chance for par-
ticipants to talk about local and regional cooperation directly with
the relevant stakeholders and see for themselves how Basel coor-
dinates its public transport services with not only two cantons but
also neighbouring regions in France and Germany. Course attend-
ees also took part in a simulation on intergovernmental relations,
which allowed them to apply their newly acquired knowledge and
learnings. The course ended on 18 August with a certificate awards
ceremony and an enjoyable and entertaining farewell dinner.

Throughout the various lectures, group work, case studies,
peer-learning exercises and excursions, the 14 Practitioners’
Course participants acquired lots of different skills and practical
know-how on federalism and local governance. As well as many
memories of their time in Switzerland, participants return home
with a ready-made international network of fellow practitioners.
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The overall evaluation of the participants was very positive, both
with respect to the course’s academic content and organisation.

For the first time, the Institute offered Practitioners’ Course par-
ticipants the possibility of combining their attendance with a Cer-
tificate of Advanced Studies (CAS). Three attendees - from Nepal,
Kenya and Cambodia/Switzerland - seized this opportunity. The
CAS programme was divided into two modules: attendance at the
Practitioners’ Course and the preparation of a project proposal
(thesis paper), its development into a final paper and presentation
before the other participants. All three passed with flying colours!

The Institute would like to thank the participants, our partners who
hosted us and shared their experiences, as well as our sponsors,
especially the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC), who were criti-
cal in getting the 2023 Practitioners’ Course off the ground.

Participants of the Practitioners’ Course from 7-18 August
2023 in Murten




3.3 Launch of 1** Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg /
1. Freiburger Foderalismus-Tage

After lengthy preparations, the first Journées du Fédéralisme de
Fribourg/Freiburger Féderalismus-Tage (Fribourg Federalism Days)
took place at the University of Fribourg on 7 and 8 September 2023.
The two-day event was held under the direction of the Institute of
Federalism (IFF) in collaboration with the ch Foundation for Fed-
eral Cooperation and the Conference of Cantonal Governments
(KdK). In a nod to the 175th anniversary of the Federal Constitution,
the theme of the opening event on the evening of 7 September was
«The long-term survival of federalism». Attendees, who includ-
ed members of the wider public, listened to opening addresses
from Sylvie Bonvin-Sansonnens (member of the Fribourg canton-
al government) and Astrid Epiney (Rector of the University of Fri-
bourg), as well as a witty and thought-provoking keynote speech
from Reiner Eichenberger, Professor of Economic and Financial
Policy Theory at the University of Fribourg, in which he set out the
strengths and weaknesses of federalism. He concluded that fed-
eralism will undoubtedly survive but called for an overhaul of the
federal fiscal equalisation system. According to Prof. Eichenberger,
the system in its current iteration undermines federalism and sty-
mies reform. The content of his presentation was also debated in
the closing panel discussion featuring Isabelle Chassot (one of the
canton of Fribourg’s two members of the Council of States), Mark-
us Dieth (member of the Aargau Cantonal Government and Presi-
dent of the KdK), Professor Reiner Eichenberger, Adriano Previtali
(Professor of Constitutional and Administrative Law at the Univer-
sity of Fribourg), and Lukas Ruhli (research fellow at the Avenir Su-
isse think tank). Moderated by Fahrettin Calislar (member of the
editorial board of the regional German-language daily newspa-
per Freiburger Nachrichten), the discussion on federalism and its
challenges was lively and well-informed. The first day ended with a
buffet reception and a yodelling-accordion-Schwyzerorgeli perfor-
mance by the duo Franziska Raaflaub & Gyorgi Spasov, which even
led some attendees to take out their dancing shoes!

The Conference of Cantonal Governments (KdK) celebrated its
30" anniversary in 2023. The inaugural Journées du Fédéralisme
de Fribourg/Freiburger Féderalismus-Tage reflected this milestone
event in its choice of theme for the second day of academic de-
bate: «Intergovernmental relations in federal systems». Since its
founding, the KdK has established itself as a central pillar of Swit-
zerland’s political system and, like many other cantonal directors’
conferences, a reliable partner for policymakers. Switzerland now
has over 50 national/regional intergovernmental conferences. The

event featured four interdisciplinary panels, chaired by Prof. Bern-
hard Waldmann, Prof. Eva Maria Belser, Prof. Andreas Stockli, and
Elisabeth Joller (Institute of Federalism). In addition to three back-
ground presentations, each panel explored a range of topics, in-
cluding the historical origins and trajectories of intergovernmental
relations, their significance for the political process, their relation-
ship with the federal authorities, their contribution to strengthen-
ing cantonal autonomy, their resistance to crises and rule of law
and democracy deficits. The 12 highly informative and insightful
background presentations were given by respected academic and
political figures from Switzerland and abroad. The concluding pan-
el discussion, moderated by Luis A. Maiorini (Institute of Feder-
alism), looked at the future of intergovernmental cooperation in
the Swiss federal state. Florence Nater (member of the Neuchatel
cantonal government and President of the ch Foundation), Martin
Blhler (member of the Graublinden cantonal government), Andre-
as Glaser (Professor of Constitutional, Administrative and Europe-
an Law at the University of Zurich), and Michel Huissoud (former
Director of the Swiss Federal Audit Office) eloquently and knowl-
edgeably debated the issue.

The inaugural Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg/Freiburger
Féderalismus-Tage proved to be a success. With close to 100 at-
tendees including federalism scholars, practitioners and other in-
terested parties, the event offered a platform for a fundamental,

15" Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg / 1. Freiburger

Foderalismus-Tage from 7 -8 September 2023
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in-depth, comparative and interdisciplinary exploration of the
challenges of federalism and intergovernmental relations. The or-
ganisers intend to share the content and findings of the event to a
wider public. They therefore plan to release the conference papers
in 2024 as part of the Institute of Federalism publication series,
PIFF. Federalism fans can also look forward to the 2" edition of the
two-day event. The theme of the 2024 Journées du Fédéralisme de
Fribourg/Freiburger Féderalismus-Tage, which will take place on
2 and 3 September at the University of Fribourg, will be «Division of
powers and responsibilities in the federal state - In principle and
in practice».

3.4 Fiscal federalism discussions in Somalia

In July 2023 the Institute of Federalism embarked on a new part-
nership with the SDC’s Horn of Africa Desk and the World Bank. As
part of this cooperation, the Institute will assist discussions in So-
malia on constitutional matters and fiscal federalism.

Another contribution made by the Institute to this partnership was
a training course for the Intergovernmental Fiscal Federalism Tech-
nical Committee (IGFFTC) of the Somali Finance Ministry. It was run
Dr. Séren Keil, Academic Director of the Institute’s International
Research and Consulting Centre (IRCC) and Professor Mark
Schelker, Chair of Public Economics at the University of Fribourg,
and co-organised with the World Bank and supported by Somali
Finance Minister, Dr. Abdirahman Dualeh Beileh. Held from 30 Sep-
tember to 10 October 2023 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the course
was attended by 35 IGFFTC officials and other stakeholders. It was
an opportunity for them to deepen their knowledge on different
theories of federalism, fiscal federalism and constitutional devel-
opment, and familiarise themselves with discussions and develop-
ments in other countries. In terms of content, there was an external
contribution on fiscal federalism discussions in Ethiopia and multi-
ple contributions on Switzerland, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germa-
ny, Nepal and South Africa. The presentations given by Dr. Keil and
Prof. Schelker focused on fiscal federalism, the need for strong lo-
cal governments and the design of fiscal equalisation models. Also,
Somali participants discussed the lessons that Somalia could learn
from Ethiopia and Switzerland, measures to strengthen local and
state capacities and future fiscal equalisation criteria.

The course also included a workshop where officials and stake-
holders took part in a simulation exercise in which they had to
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make decisions on how to strengthen rights, allocate powers and
responsibilities, and ensure the equitable use of resources in a fic-
titious state. At the end of the workshop, Dr. Keil, Prof. Schelkers
and the participants talked about the short-, medium- and long-
term priorities for Somalia and the IGFFTC in relation to fiscal fed-
eralism in general and specifically the transition from a budget that
relies heavily on customs revenues and donor contributions to a
public budget based on domestic revenue.

The workshop was the first in a series of IFF and IGFFTC workshops
and exchanges planned for 2024.

Participants of the IGFFTC at the seminar «Fiscal Federalism

and Power-sharing for Somalia» in Addis Ababa




4. ORGANISATION

4.1 Internal developments

At the beginning of the year, the Institute welcomed Markus Dieth,
a member of the Aargau cantonal government and President of
the Conference of Cantonal Governments (KdK), to the Board as
the ch Foundation’s representative.

As is customary, the Board convened twice in 2023, first in March
and again in November. Both meetings were held at the Institute’s
premises in Fribourg.

The new organisational arrangements for the library, in which the
Institute’s two librarians report to the Law Faculty library, are run-
ning smoothly, to the satisfaction of all concerned.

The new regulations governing the Law Documentation Cen-
tre (formerly the Law Faculty library), came into effect in sum-
mer 2023. One provision stipulates that the Institute may appoint
a member of staff to the centre’s committee. Professor Andreas
Stockli was chosen to represent the Institute.

Five volunteers performed their alternative civilian service at the
Institute in 2023, spending a total of 10 months with us. Two as-
sisted the National Centre with the management of the cantons’
documentation centre, while the remaining three worked on sev-
eral IRCC projects.

In August 2023, the Institute team travelled to Neuchatel for the
annual day-out. The group enjoyed a fascinating tour of the city’s
castle, where they were warmly welcomed by the President of the
Institute Council, whose offices are in the historic building.

The Institute also restructured and redesigned its homepage to
make it easier for visitors to the website to access the information
they need about National and International Centres.

Several offices in Beauregard 1 became vacant during the year. The
Institute therefore decided to rent these as well. These addition-
al premises were adapted in line with University specifications and
will meet the Institute’s short- and medium-term workspace needs.

The accounting changes which came into effect on 1 January 2022
require the Institute to work very closely with the University of Fri-
bourg’s finance office. Over the last 12 months, collaboration has
become much easier but room for improvement remains.

The SNSF and EU research commissions projects have added a
further layer of complexity to the already complex accounting ar-
rangements. The situation has revealed the limitations of financial
monitoring as it currently stands. It is imperative that measures
are taken to ensure the proper and effective management of the
Institute’s finances.

Experienced Institute staff increased their workload in 2023 to
cover for a member of the Central Services team while she was on
paid maternity leave (and extended unpaid leave).

The arrival of a third-year commercial apprentice brought a wel-
come breath of fresh air to the Institute. One of the primary ben-
eficiaries of his excellent and much appreciated work in 2023 was
the Institute’s internal accounting activities.

Day trip to Neuchatel
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4.2 Institute Council

At the end of 2023, the members of the Institute Council were as
follows:

Chair

Florence NATER, State Councillor and Head of the Department
of Labour and Social Affairs of the Canton of Neuchatel, Rep-
resentative of the ch Foundation (member since 7.2029)

Vice-Chair

Sylvie BONVIN-SANSONNENS, State Councillor and Head
of the Directorate for Education and Cultural Affairs,
Canton of Fribourg (member since 11.2022)

Representative of the ch Foundation for Federal Cooperation
Roland MAYER, Managing Director of the ch Founda-
tion for Federal Cooperation (member since 1.2019)
Markus DIETH, Government Councillor, President of the
Conference of Cantonal Governments CdC, Head of the
Department of Finance and Resources of the Canton
of Aargau (member since 1.2023)

Representatives of the University of Fribourg

Martin BEYELER Professor of Public Law
(member since 10.2020)

Jacques DUBEY, Professor of Constitutional and Administrative
Law (member since 12.2014)

Clémence GRISEL RAPIN, Professor for Administrative Law
(member since 6.2020)

Flaminia DAHINDEN, Graduate assistant, Institute for
European Law, Representative of the academic mid-level
of the University of Freiburg (member since 3.2023)

Alla KUKLEVA, Student representative, Faculty of Law
(member since 10.2023)

Other members

Christoph AUER, State Secretary of the Canton of Bern,
(member since 12.2017)

Horst SCHADLER, Government Secretary, Representative of
the Principality of Liechtenstein (member since 11.2022)

Peter MISCHLER, Secretary General of the Conference of
Cantonal Finance Directors (member since 12.2015)

Christian RATHGEB, Lawyer, Rathgeb Advokatur
(member since 1.2021)




4.3 staff

Board of Directors

Eva Maria BELSER, Prof. Dr. iur.
Co-Director

Professor of Constitutional and
Administrative Law
evamaria.belser@unifr.ch

Bernhard WALDMANN, Prof. Dr. iur.

Co-Director

Professor of Constitutional and
Administrative Law
bernhard.waldmann@unifr.ch

Andreas STOCKLI, Prof. Dr. iur.
Member of the Board

Professor of Constitutional and
Administrative Law
andreas.stoeckli@unifr.ch

Yvonne HEITER-STEINER
Administrator (50%)
yvonne.heiter-steiner@unifr.ch

Sébastien LUO
Administrator (60%)
sebastien.luo@unifr.ch

Tamara PHILIPONA
Administrator (5%)
tamara.philipona@unifr.ch

Lydia STURNY
Administrator (20%)
lydia.sturny@unifr.ch

National Center
Bernhard WALDMANN, Prof. Dr. iur.
Andreas STOCKLI, Prof. Dr. iur.

Marléne COLLETTE, Dr. iur., RA
Academic Director National Center (80%)
marlene.collette@unifr.ch

Patrick BOSSY, MLaw, RA
Research fellow (80%)
patrick.bossy@unifr.ch

Robin LETTI, MLaw
Graduate assistant
robin.letti@unifr.ch

Stefanie RUSCH, M.A. HSG in Law
Doctoral student SNSF
stefanie.rusch@unifr.ch

Gabriel CHOCOMELI, BLaw
Junior research assistant
gabriel.chocomeli@unifr.ch

Elisabeth JOLLER, MLaw, RA
Research fellow (80%)
elisabeth.joller@unifr.ch

Luis A. MAIORINI, MLaw
Doctoral student SNSF
luis.maiorini@unifr.ch
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Christina SCHUHMACHER, BlLaw
Junior research assistant
christina.schuhmacher@unifr.ch

International Center
Eva Maria BELSER, Prof. Dr. iur.

Soren KEIL, PhD, MA, PG CHE
Academic Director International Center
soeren.keil@unifr.ch

Arianna GUIDOLIN, MA
Research fellow (80%)
arianna.guidolin@unifr.ch

Johanna JEAN-PETIT-MATILE, MLaw
Doctoral student SNSF (80%)
johanna.jean-petit-matile@unifr.ch

Rekha OLESCHAK-PILLAL, Dr. iur.
Senior research fellow (40%)
rekha.oleschak@unifr.ch

Véréna RICHARDIER, Dr.
Research fellow (80%)
verena.richardier@unifr.ch
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Daan SMEEKENS, LL.M.
Research fellow (80%)
daan.smeekens@unifr.ch

Edina SZOCSIK, Dr.
Research fellow (70%)
edina.szoecsik@unifr.ch

Delilah von STRENG, MLaw
Research fellow (80%)
delilah.vonstreng@unifr.ch

Flavien FELDER, BLaw
External research fellow
flavien.felder@unifr.ch




Library

Eléonore REMONDEULAZ-CRAUSAZ
Librarian (30%)
eleonore.remondeulaz-crausaz@unifr.ch

Marion COTTING
Librarian (20%)
marion.cotting@unifr.ch

Central Services

Jean-Pierre BLICKLE
Head of Central Services (50%)
jean-pierre.blickle@unifr.ch

Michael EGGER
Administrator (70%)
michael.egger@unifr.ch

Franziska LANDOLT
Administrator (10%)
franziska.landolt-braendle@unifr.ch

Sébastien LUO
Administrator (20%)
sebastien.luo@unifr.ch

Martina TODTLING, MA
Administrator (50%)
martina.toedtling@unifr.ch

Bryan SKIVJANI
Apprentice (since 1.8.2023)
bryan.skivjani@unifr.ch
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4.4 Organisation Chart

INSTITUTE OF FEDERALISM | ORGANISATION CHART

Institute Council Law Department University of
State Council Florence Nater, ~ ==eeee ke Fribourg
President

Board of Directors
Prof. Eva Maria Belser,
Co-Director
Prof. Bernhard Waldmann,
Co-Director
Prof. Andreas Stockli, Member

Human Resources
Financial Services

Directors’ secretariat Library
Yvonne Heiter-Steiner Eléonore Remondeulaz-Crausaz
Sébastien Luo Marion Cotting

Tamara Philipona
Lydia Sturny

National Center International Center Central Services

= Prof. Bernhard Waldmann = Prof. Eva Maria Belser = Jean-Pierre Blickle *
Marlene Collette Soren Keil Michael Egger
Patrick Bossy Arianna Guidolin Franziska Landolt
Robin Letti Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile Sébastien Luo
Stefanie Rusch Rekha Oleschak-Pillai Martina Todtling
Gabriel Chocomeli Véréna Richardier Bryan Skivjani

= Prof. Andreas Stockli Daan Smeekens
Elisabeth Joller Edina Szocsik * Member of the
Luis A. Maiorini Delilah von Streng Board of Directors with
Christina Schuhmacher consultative vote

As of 31.12.2023
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5. OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES IN 2023

5.1 Research and Publications

EVA MARIA BELSER

m Datenschutz im Zeichen der Pandemie: Erfahrungen und Lehren
aus der COVID-Krise, in: Astrid Epiney/Stefanie Havalda/Petru
Emanuel Zldtescu (Hrsg.), Datenschutz und Gesundheitsschutz/
Protection des données et protection de la santé, Zurich/Geneva
2023,1-17 (with Robin Beglinger).

m Regional Identities: Promoting Dialogue and Unity in Diversity,
50 Shades of Federalism 2023 (available at http://50shadeso-
ffederalism.com/policies/regional-identities-promoting-dia-
logue-and-unity-in-diversity/) (with Géraldine Cattilaz).

m Secession in Federal Systems: Voice versus Exit, in John Kin-
caid and J. Wesley Leckrone (eds), Teaching Federalism: Mul-
tidimensional Approaches 2023, 176-186 (available at: https://
www.elgaronline.com/display/book/9781800885325/book-
part-9781800885325-24.xml), (with Robin Beglinger).

m Wie viel Identitdt und Homogenitédt erfordert demokratische
Gouvernanz, wie viel Vielfalt lasst sie zu? Gedanken zu den ge-
sellschaftlichen Voraussetzungen demokratischer Verfassungen,
in: Peter Schiffauer/Ewald Grothe (eds.), Gesellschaftliche Vor-
aussetzungen demokratischer Verfassungen, Berlin 2023, 77-98.

FLORIAN BERGAMIN

® Tempo-30-Zonen - Eine foderalistische Einordnung. Newsletter
IFF 1/2023 (with Oliver Gautschi).

m Foderalismusrelevante Bundesgerichtsurteile aus dem Jahr
2022. Newsletter IFF 1/2023 (with Jelena Koc and Marlene
Collette).

m Ubersicht Uber die foderalismusrelevante Literatur aus dem
Jahr 2022. Newsletter IFF 2/2023 (with Gabriel Chocomeli and
Jelena Kog).

PATRICK BOSSY
B «Solarexpress»: Wallis lehnt schnellere Bewilligung ab. Newslet-
ter IFF 3/2023.

GABRIEL CHOCOMELI
m Literatur zum schweizerischen Foderalismus im Jahr 2022: Ein
Ruckblick (with Florian Bergamin and Jelena Kog).

MARLENE COLLETTE

m Le salaire minimum cantonal est-il mort ? Bref apercu juridique
des enjeux de la motion 20.4738 « Protéger le partenariat social
contre des ingérences discutables », Newsletter IFF 1/2023.

SOREN KEIL

m A Year Later: War in Ukraine and Western Balkan (Geo-) Politics.
European University Institute Press (published with Jelena Dzan-
kic und Simonida Kacarska).

m Introduction: A Year Later: War in Ukraine and Western Balkan
(Geo) Politics. in: Jelena Dzankic/Simonida Kacarska/ Sren Keil
(Ed.): A Year Later: War in Ukraine and Western Balkan (Geo)
Politics, European University Institute Press, 2023, p. 1-5.

®m Enlargement Politics Based on Geopolitics? A Proposal for a Ge-
opolitics-Driven Enlargement Policy. in: Jelena Dzankic/Simo-
nida Kacarska/ Soren Keil (Ed.): A Year Later: War in Ukraine
and Western Balkan (Geo)Politics, European University Institute
Press, 2023, p. 117-123.

m Federalism and Power-Sharing as Modes of Diversity Manage-
ment in Europe in: M.J. Vinod et.al (Ed.): Cooperative Federal-
ism in South Asia and Europe: Contemporary Issues and Trends,
Routledge 2023, p. 171-188.

®m EU Enlargement in Times of Crisis - Strategic Enlargement, the
Conditional Principle and the Future of the «Ever Closer Union»
in: Mechthild Roos/ Daniel Schade (Ed.): The EU under Strain?
Current Crises Shaping European Union Politics, Routledge Eu-
ropean Union Series, 2023, p. 155-172 (with Bernhard Stahl).

m Between the Balkans and Europe: The State/Nation Problem in
the Post-Yugoslav States. in: Journal of Intervention and State-
building, 17(2)/2023: p. 119-135 (with Bernhard Stahl).

m Europeans From the Start? Slovenia and Croatia between
State-Building, National Identity and the European Union’ in:
Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding, 17(2)/2023: p. 136-155
(with Ana Bojnovic Fenko and Zlatko Sabic).

m Decentralization in Armenia: Local Governance Reform and the
Need for Functional Decentralization’, in: 50 Shades of Federal-
ism, available at: https://50shadesoffederalism.com/case-stud-
ies/decentralization-in-armenia-local-governance-reform-and-
the-need-for-functional-decentralization/ (with Flavien Felder
and Astghik Mnatsakanyan).

m Subsidiaritdt als fdderales Prinzip - ein Instrument zur Konflikt-
6sung? In: Foderalismusblog des Instituts fir Foderalismus, avai-
lable at: https://www.foederalismus.at/de/blog/subsidiaritaet-als-
foederales-prinzip---ein-instrument-zur-konfliktloesung _283.php.

ROBIN LETTI

m «Die Kantonalbanken und der Public Liquidity Backstop». News-
letter IFF 3/2023.
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DAAN SMEEKENS

m 2023 Winter School on Federalism and Governance: A reflec-
tion on federalism-induced inequalities, EUreka! (2 May 2023),
(https://doi.org/10.57708/b148443125).

ELIOTT SHRESTHA

m Newsletter du fédéralisme suisse 2/2023 du 20 juin 2023, Inter-
view de M. Martin Candinas, Président du Conseil national, Insti-
tut du fédéralisme.

ANDREAS STOCKLI

m Offentliches Verfahrensrecht in a nutshell, Zurich/St-Gall 2023,
XXXI11-227 pages (with Mathias Kaufmann).

m Schweizerische Vereinigung fiir Verwaltungsorganisationsrecht
(Ed.), Jahrbuch 2021/2022, Verwaltungsorganisationsrecht -
Staatshaftungsrecht - offentliches Dienstrecht, Berne 2023,
258 pages.

m Die negative religiose Finanzierungsfreiheit, in: René Pahud de
Mortanges/Lorenz Engi (Ed.), In Zeiten der Sakularisierung, Her-
ausforderungen fiir das Verhaltnis von Staat und Religion, Zu-
rich/Geneva 2023, p. 45-65.

m Neue Entwicklungen, neue Urteile - offentliches Recht, Aus-
gewahlte «Leitentscheide» zum Planungs- und Baurecht aus
den Jahren 2021-2022, in: Hubert Stockli (Ed.), Tagungsband
Schweizerische Baurechtstagung 2023, p. 235-257 (with mit
Bernhard Waldmann).

m Rechtsprechung des Bundesgerichts, des Bundesverwaltungs-
gerichts und der kantonalen Gerichte zum Verwaltungsorgani-
sationsrecht, zum Staatshaftungsrecht und zum offentlichen Di-
enstrecht von Mitte 2021 bis Mitte 2022, in: Jahrbuch 2021/2022
der Schweizerischen Vereinigung flir Verwaltungsorganisations-
recht, Berne 2023, p. 83-195 (with Julia Schmid).

m Ausgewdhlte Entwicklungen im Regierungs- und Verwaltungs-
organisationsrecht der Kantone von Mitte 2021 bis Mitte 2029,
in: Jahrbuch 2021/2022 der Schweizerischen Vereinigung fir
Verwaltungsorganisationsrecht, Berne 2023, p. 239-258 (with
Noah Strobel and Luis A. Maiorini).

m Rechtsprechung zur Baubewilligung, in: Baurecht 2/2023, p.
98-101.

m Rechtsprechung zur Baubewilligung, in: Baurecht 5/2023, p.
286-291.

m Die aktuelle Praxis im Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht, Pladoyer
9/20923, p. 46-52 (with Sabine Cotting).
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Gesetzessammlung TEXTO Off. Recht |, Staats- und Verfas-
sungsrecht, Organisationsrecht, Verfahrensrecht, Auslanderre-
cht, Sicherheitsrecht, Finanzhaushaltsrecht, 6. Aufl., Basel 2023
(with Peter Hanni, Eva Maria Belser and Bernhard Waldmann).

EDINA SZOCSIK

COVID-19 and Legitimate Crisis Governance: The Case of Travel
Restrictions in Switzerland, in: Europdisches Zentrum fiir Foder-
alismus-Forschung Tuibingen (EZFF) (Ed.), Jahrbuch des Foder-
alismus 2023. Foderalismus, Subsidiaritat und Regionen in Eu-
ropa, p. 40-51.

Lipset and Rokkan’s missing case: Introducing the Habsburg
Manifesto Dataset. In: Party Politics, (with Christina I. Zuber and
Philip J. Howe), 2023, p. 1-14.

BERNHARD WALDMANN

VWVG, Praxiskommentar Verwaltungsverfahrensgesetz (VWVG).
3rd edition, published with Patrick Krauskopf, Zurich/Basel/Ge-
neva 2023.

Kommentar zu Art. 18 und 26-28 VWVG, in: Waldmann/Krauskopf
(Hrsg.), Praxiskommentar VWVG, 3rd edition, Zurich/Basel/Ge-
neva 2023 (with Magnus Oeschger).

Kommentar zu Art. 19 VWVG, in: Waldmann/Krauskopf (Ed.),
Praxiskommentar VwVG, 3rd edition, Zurich/Basel/Geneva 2023.
Kommentar zu 29-33 VwWVG, in: Waldmann/Krauskopf (Ed.),
Praxiskommentar VwWVG, 3rd edition, Zurich/Basel/Geneva 2023
(with Jirg Bickel).

Off. Recht |, Texto Gesetzesausgabe, 6th edition, Basel 2023
(with Peter Hanni, Eva Maria Belser and Andreas Stockli).
Politische Werbung auf privatem Grund, in: Bernard et al. (Ed.),
Le droit au service de 'humanité, Mélanges en 'honneur de
Michel Hottelier, Geneva/Zurich 2023, p. 481-493.
Rechtsprechung zum o6ffentlichen Baurecht, Weitere Urteile zur
Raumplanung, in: BR 2023, p. 92-98, p. 280-286 (with Tamara
Chantal Wanner).




Y

5.2 Expert Reports

Wissenschaftliche Unterstiitzung des Verfassungsgebungsproz-
esses in Syrien, organised by the European Centre for Kurdish
Studies Berlin (EZKS) (Eva Maria Belser and Séren Keil).

The following events took place in 2023:
«Eine Hand wéscht die andere. Korruption als gesellschaftliche
Herausforderung», Workshop (Loccum, 10 -13 February 2023).
«Vielfalt leben: Was kann Syrien von Sudtirol lernen?» Studien-
reise in Kooperation mit EZKS und Eurac Research (Bozen, 8 -12
August 2023).

Member of the expert group «Notrecht des Bundesamts flir Justiz»
(Eva Maria Belser).

Member of the Board of Advisors of International IDEA (Eva Maria
Belser).

Analyse comparative relative aux éventuels mécanismes de con-
trole financier ou mesures économiques dans des zones industri-
elles, avis de droit pour la Fondation des Terrains industriels de
Genéve, juin 2023 (Marléne Collette and Patrick Bossy).

Comparaison intercantonale relative a la surveillance par les
cantons de leurs banques cantonales, établie a la demande du
Département des finances et de la santé de la République et
Canton de Neuchatel, October 2023 (Marléne Collette, Patrick
Bossy and Robin Letti).

Review of the «10 Principles of the Lebanese Federal Model and
Basic Law and Constitutional Pact for the Federal Republic of
Lebanony for a group of non-governmental organisations from

Lebanon (Rekha Oleschak and Daan Smeekens).

Member of the commission of experts appointed by the head of
the EAER «Reform Wettbewerbsbehdrdens (Andreas Stockli).

Member of the group of experts appointed by SERI «Posi-
tionierung der Hoheren Fachschulen» (2021-2023) (Andreas
Stockli).

Member of the Swiss Federal Electricity Commission (ElCom) and
Chairman of the Commission's Legal Affairs Committee (Andreas
Stockli).

Brief expertise concerning «iImmobilienpolitik und Finanzkompe-
tenzen im Kanton Basel-Stadt» for the attention of the Liber-
al Democratic Party of Basel-Stadt (LDP), March 2023, 12 pages
(Andreas Stockli and Max Ammann).

Legal opinion concerning «Der Einschluss von Finanzausgleich-
skriterien in die Aufteilung von Lasten der interkommunalen
Zusammenarbeit im Kanton Freiburg» for the attention of the
municipal association of the lake district, April 2023, 47 pages
(Andreas Stockli and Elisabeth Joller).

Preliminary study concerning «Rechtliche Struktur der Zusam-
menarbeitsorganisation egovpartners for the attention of egov-
partner and the State Chancellery of the Canton of Zurich, July
2093, 67 pages (Andreas Stockli and Elisabeth Joller).

Legal opinion concerning «Rechtsgiltigkeit der kantonalen
Volksinitiative <Tempo 30 auf Hauptstrassen - nur mit Zustim-
mung des Volkes>» for the attention of the Security Directo-
rate of the Canton of Basel-Landschaft, August 2023, 54 pages
(Andreas Stockli and Elisabeth Joller).

Procedural support for Prof Antonio Loprieno in the context of an
administrative enquiry he is conducting at the University of Berne
(Andreas Stockli and Max Ammann).

Contributions to the Expert Discussions of the Office of the High
Representative on the Distribution of State Property in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (S6ren Keil and Delilah von Streng).

La portée du principe de transparence dans le domaine de l'ap-
provisionnement en énergie (Bernhard Waldmann with Astrid

Epiney, Marléne Collette and Flaminia Dahinden).

Participation in the FEDRO expert committee on automated driv-
ing (Bernhard Waldmann with Florian Bergamin).
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Individual legal clarifications under the framework agreement with
FEDRO: distribution of competences between the Confederation
and the cantons in the area of signalling for pedestrian and hik-
ing traffic, legal issues in connection with the unbundling of bi-
cycle routing at intersections, FEDRO's powers to issue ordinanc-
es (Bernhard Waldmann with Florian Bergamin and Patrick
Bossy).

5.3 Study Tours

97.9. Study visit of the IRCC to Strasbourg, visiting the European Parliament, the Council of Europe and
Strasbourg meeting with the CoE Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (Daan Smeekens, Arianna Guidolin,
Soren Keil, Rekha Oleschak, Verena Richardier, and Delilah von Streng)

3.3. Study Mission of a delegation from South Korea, on the subject of «Fiscal Federalism in Switzerland»
Fribourg (Rekha Oleschak)

13.3. Study visit of the current Belgian Minister of the Interior Annelies Verlinden, former Minister Koen Geens
Fribourg and their team on the topic of federalism in Switzerland, democratic renewal and institutional reform.

(Eva Maria Belser, S6ren Keil and Daan Smeekens)

3.4. Visit by a delegation from the Gangwon Institute, Gangwon Province, South Korea (Eva Maria Belser
Fribourg and Verena Richardier)

15, Visit by the President of Botswana, presentation by the President on the topic of «<Promoting Democracy
Fribourg for Citizen-Centred Participation in the Digital Age» followed by a roundtable (Eva Maria Belser,

Arianna Guidolin and Sdren Keil)

20.6. Visit by a delegation of members of parliament from Belgium (Eva Maria Belser, S6ren Keil, Daan
Fribourg Smeekens and Delilah von Streng)

1.9. Visit by a delegation from the Ministry of Government Legislation (MOLEG), South Korea (Eva Maria
Fribourg Belser and Delilah von Streng)

31.10. World Bank delegation on the topic of «Disaster Risk Management» Presentations on the topics of
Zurich «Disaster Risk Management in der Schweiz» and «Covid-19 Management in der Schweiz» (S6ren Keil

and Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile)

15.11. Visit by the Minister for Internal Security, Somalia (Eva Maria Belser and Soren Keil)

Fribourg

712. Visit by the Ambassador of the Embassy of Cameroon in Berne. Discussion of possible cooperation with
Fribourg the National School of Local Administration (NASLA) in Cameroon (Eva Maria Belser)

921.12. Study Mission of a delegation from Ethiopia, organised by the FDFA, Africa Division (Eva Maria Belser
Fribourg and Séren Keil)
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5.4 Continuing Education

Centre International de Formation Europeene - Master courses on
Federalism and Governance, Berlin, Tunis and Nice, January, May,
October, November (S6ren Keil).

Fighting corruption and building state institutions: Expert contri-
bution to the workshop of the European Centre for Kurdish Stud-
ies, Loccum (Germany), 10-13 January. (Eva Maria Belser and
Soren Keil).

Seminar for doctoral students, 30 January - 3 February 2023,
Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis Ababa Uni-
versity (Eva Maria Belser).

Winter School on «Federalism and Equality», 7 February 20923,
Innsbruck (Eva Maria Belser).

Spring University Myanmar, two modules of 10 lectures each
on federalism and power sharing for a Myanmar Universitiy,
March-August 2023, online (Eva Maria Belser, Soren Keil, Rekha
Oleschak, Verena Richardier, Daan Smeekens, Edina Szdcsik,
Delilah von Streng and Arianna Guidolin).

Central Switzerland trainee courses, seminar on administrative
procedures, 9-10 March 2023, Cham (Bernhard Waldmann).
Murtner Gesetzgebungsseminar, Grundlagenseminar |: Recht-
setzungsmethodik, in cooperation with the Centre for Legislation
Studies of the University of Zurich, 22-24 March 2023, Murten
(Bernhard Waldmann).

Federalism seminar, Weiterbildung zu den Grundlagen und zur
Praxis des Schweizerischen Bundesstaates, an event of the Insti-
tute of Federalism, in partnership with the Council of States, the
Federal Office of Justice, the ch Foundation for Federal Coopera-
tion, the Swiss Association of Communes and the Swiss Associa-
tion of Cities, Schwarzenberg, 24 -26 May 2023 (Bernhard Wald-
mann, with Eva Maria Belser and Andreas Stockli).

Constitutional law seminar for (newly elected) members of the
cantonal governments, 15 June 2023 (Bernhard Waldmann, with
Eva Maria Belser and Andreas Stockli).

Practitioners’ Course on federalism, decentralization and local
governance within multilevel systems, 7-18 August 2023, Murten
(Eva Maria Belser, Soren Keil, Rekha Oleschak, Daan Smeek-
ens, Delilah von Streng and Arianna Guidolin).

1% Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg on the topic of «Inter-
governmental Relations in Federal Systemsy,

7-8 September 2023 (Andreas Stdckli, Eva Maria Belser and
Bernhard Waldmann).

Introduction to Fiscal Federalism - Training for the Intergovern-
mental Fiscal Federal Technical Committee in Somalia, Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, 30 September - 10 October 2023 (Séren Keil).

«Introduction to the Swiss Constitutional and Public Laws, cours
donné en anglais dans le cadre du cours bloc Introduction to Swiss
Law, octobre 2023 (Marléne Collette).

Murtner Gesetzgebungsseminar, Grundlagenseminar II: Erlassre-
daktion, in cooperation with the Federal Chancellery and the Fed-
eral Office of Justice, 15-17 November 2023, Murten (Bernhard
Waldmann).

Training on the topic of «Applying for EU Horizon Projects»
with feedback and input, International Burch University Bosnia,
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 26 November - 1 December
2023 (Soren Keil).
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5.5 Presentations and Conferences

..

«In einen Eingriff einwilligen - &ffentliches Recht und Privatrechts, Presentation as part of the Skilex 2023

Aachen (DE)

Saas Almagell (Eva Maria Belser)

23.1. «Schweizer Fderalismus im 21. Jahrhundert: Heilsbringer oder Krisenfall?» Participation in a panel discus-

Berne sion, panel Neue Helvetische Gesellschaft Berne, moderated by Jiirg Steiner (Eva Maria Belser)

95.1. «Neue Urteile, neue Entwicklungen im &ffentlichen Baurecht», Presentation at the Swiss Building Law

Fribourg Conference 2023 (Andreas Stockli and Bernhard Waldmann)

1.2. «Why and how to compare constitutions and federal systemss, Presentation as part of a seminar for doctoral

Addis Ababa students, Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis Ababa University (Eva Maria Belser)

1.2. «Neue Urteile, neue Entwicklungen im &ffentlichen Baurecht», Presentation at the Swiss Building Law

Fribourg Conference 2023 (Andreas Stockli and Bernhard Waldmann)

2.9. «Embedding federalism in a broader constitutional/political context: federalism and constitutionalisms,

Addis Ababa Presentation as part of a seminar for doctoral students, Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis
Ababa University (Eva Maria Belser)

3.9. «Federal Processes in Iraq and Syria», Presentation as part of the seminar Rethinking Democratisation and

Addis Ababa Federalism in Africa and Middle East, organised by the Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis
Ababa University (Eva Maria Belser)

7.9. «Asymmetric Federalism and the Distribution of Powersy», Presentation as part of the Winter School on

Innsbruck Federalism and Governance 2023, Federalism and Local Self-Government, organised by Eurac Research and
the University of Innsbruck (Eva Maria Belser)

14.9. «Switzerland’s Experiences with Direct Democracy», Participation in a meeting of International IDEA

Stockholm (Eva Maria Belser)

20.2. Presentation and discussion, «Review of Constitutional Proposal for a Federal Lebanon»

Online (Rekha Oleschak and Séren Keil)

94.-95.9. «Federalism and Economic Development», DVPW Section Federalism, Conference - Presentation (Soren Keil

and Delilah von Streng)

Zurich Airport

9.3.-10.3. «Verwaltungstatigkeit und Verwaltungsverfahrens, «<wWiedererwagung und Revision», Presentations at
Cham the seminar for administrative procedures as part of the Central Switzerland trainee courses
(Bernhard Waldmann)
14.3. «The Swiss System of Federal Power Sharing and Democratic Participation», Presentation as part of a visit by
Fribourg the Minister of the Interior from Belgium (Eva Maria Belser)
16.3. «The Happiest Man in the Worlds, Film talk with Teona Strugar Mitevska and Eva Maria Belser, moderated
Fribourg by Walter Stoffel
17.3. «Uber Bedeutung und Herausforderungen der kantonalen Parlamente», Presentation on the occasion of the
Zug celebration «150 Jahre Kantonsrat Zug im Kantonsratssaal» (Andreas Stockli)
20.3. Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Board of the SNSF NRP 80 research project «Die Bewaltigung von Krisen:
Fribourg Demokratie, Menschenrechte und Foderalismus starken» (Andreas Stockli, Eva Maria Belser, Bernhard
Waldmann, Thea Béchler, Luis A. Maiorini, Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile and Stefanie Rusch)
91.-23.3. Participation in the kick-off meeting of the SNSF NRP 80 project «Covid-19 in der Gesellschaft» as part of the
Thun SNSF Corona Research Conference (Andreas Stockli, Eva Maria Belser, Bernhard Waldmann, Thea
Bachler, Luis A. Maiorini, Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile and Stefanie Rusch)
29.3. «Regelungsinstrumente» and «Die Regulierung von Fahrdienstleistungen - Ein Uberblick», Presentations at
Murten the Murten Legislative Seminar on Legislative Methodology (Bernhard Waldmann)
94.3. «Foderalismus in der Schweiz», Presentation at the youth event organised by the KdK and the Canton of

Zurich with the cantonal governments (Andreas Stockli)
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30.3. Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Board of the SNSF NRP 80 research project «Die Bewaltigung von Krisen:

Fribourg Demokratie, Menschenrechte und Féderalismus starken» (Andreas Stockli, Eva Maria Belser, Bernhard
Waldmann, Thea Béchler, Luis A. Maiorini, Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile and Stefanie Rusch)

3.4. «Federal history and federal institutions in Switzerland», Presentation as part of a visit by a delegation from

Fribourg the Gangwon Institute, Gangwon Province, South Korea (Eva Maria Belser)

3.-5.4. Federalism and Power-sharing in Myanmar, Political Studies Association, Conference - Presentation

Liverpool (UK)

(S6ren Keil)

4.4. Participation in the panel discussion «Was lduft in Bern?» on the occasion of the Swiss Energy Forum 2023 on

Lucerne the topic of «Clever & Smart - der Weg zu einer sicheren, CO2-freien Energieversorgung» (Andreas Stockli)

6.4. «Soziale Sicherheit und der Anspruch auf Sozial- und Nothilfe: ein grundrechtlicher Blick auf die Ungleich-

Berne heiten in der Migrationsgesellschaft Schweiz», Presentation at the annual conference of the Federal
Commission on Migration (Eva Maria Belser)

94.4. «Rechtliche Bedeutung der Nichtgenehmigung der Verpflichtungskredite betreffend die Garantien fir die UBS

Online und die SNB durch das Parlament», Presentation on the occasion of the Weblaw webinar «Rechtsfragen zur
Credit Suisse-Ubernahme» (Andreas Stockli)

30.4. Hearing as an expert in the context of «kDemoscan Aargau: Input zur kantonalen Klimaschutzinitiative»

Aarau (Andreas Stockli)

1.5. Moderation of the panel discussion «Democracy and citizens participation in the digital era» with President

Fribourg Mokgweetsi Masisi of Botswana, Ambassador Simon Geissbiihler and Prof. Eva Maria Belser (Rekha Oleschak)

8.5. «Beyond the Global North: Ethiopia», Presentation as part of the Spring University 2023, organised by the

Online Hanns Seidel Foundation Myanmar (Eva Maria Belser)

10.-13.5. LEGITIMULT Research Meeting, Consortium meeting (S6ren Keil, Edina Szdcsik and Arianna Guidolin)

Bergen (NOR)

17.-21.5.
New York (USA)

Power-sharing Discussions in the Middle East, Conference - Presentation
A Year Later: War in Ukraine and Western Balkan (Geo)Politics, Book presentation, ASN Conference
(S6ren Keil)

29.5. «Federalism, Confederalism and Decentralization in Rojava’s Social Contract», Presentation as part of the 75

Paris Journée de Droit international Rojava démocratique et le Droit, organised by the Ecole Normale Supérieure
et Université Paris Cité (Eva Maria Belser)

24.5. «Grundlagen des schweizerischen Foderalismusy, Presentation as part of the Federalism seminar 2023

Schwarzenberg (Eva Maria Belser)

94.5. «Fdderalismus im Gesprachy, Presentation as part of the Federalism seminar 2023 (Eva Maria Belser and

Schwarzenberg Thea Bichler)

24.5. «Die Kompetenz- und Aufgabenteilung im Schweizerischen Bundesstaat», Presentation as part of the

Schwarzenberg Federalism seminar 2023 (Bernhard Waldmann)

95.5. «Partnerschaft und Zusammenarbeit», Presentation as part of the Federalism seminar 2023

Schwarzenberg (Eva Maria Belser and Bernhard Waldmann)

925.5. «Finanzfdderalismus», Presentation as part of the Federalism seminar 2023 (Andreas Stockli and

Schwarzenberg Stefan Bruni)

96.5. «Herausforderungen und Perspektiven des Foderalismus», Panel discussion with Martina Buol, Monique

Schwarzenberg Cossali Sauvain, Jorg Kiindig, Urs Marti and Roland Mayer, Federalism seminar 2023 (Eva Maria Belser
and Bernhard Waldmann)

96.5. «Mitwirkungsfoderalismus», Presentation as part of the Federalism seminar 2023 (Andreas Stockli)

Schwarzenberg
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Toronto (CAN)

97.5. «Trennung von Staat und Kirche im Kanton Bern», Lecture on the occasion of the political podium of the
Berne Freethinkers” Association (Andreas Stockli)
29.5.-2.6. Power-sharing in the Middle East, Conference - Presentation, «50 Shades of Federalism as a Teaching and

Research Tool», Practical discussion, Canadian Political Science Association (S6ren Keil)

Buenos Aires (ARG)

7.-8.6. «Setting the Scene - «All peoples may freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources»: The economic

Bozen (IT) side of the right to self-determination», Participation in the Author’s Workshop «Non-Renewable Natural
Resources in Federal Political Systems» (Eva Maria Belser)

8.-9.6.B «The Kurdish question on oil management in Irag», Participation in the Conference co-organised by Eurac

Bozen (IT) and the IRCC on Non-Renewable Natural Resources in Federal Political Systems (Daan Smeekens)

8.-9.6. «Federalism and Natural Resources in Myanmar», Presentation Federalism and Natural Resources, Workshop

Bozen (IT) Co-organised by Eurac and IFF (S6ren Keil)

9.6. «Non- Renewable Natural Resources in India and the Resource Curse: Jharkhand as a Federal Promise?»,

Bozen (IT) Presentation at the research seminar «Non-Renewable Natural Resources in Federal Political Systemss»,
co-organised by Eurac Research (Rekha Oleschak)

15.6. «Stellung der Kantone im Bundesstaat und ihr Verhéltnis zum Bund», Presentation at the Institute for

Fribourg Federalism’s constitutional law seminar for new members of government (Eva Maria Belser)

15.6. «Die Stellung der Regierung im Geflige der Gewaltenteilung», Presentation at the Institute for Federalism’s

Fribourg constitutional law seminar for new members of government (Andreas Stockli)

15.6. «Interkantonale Zusammenarbeit», Presentation at the Institute for Federalism’s constitutional law seminar

Fribourg for new members of government (Bernhard Waldmann)

15.-17.6. Intervention au XI Congrés francais de droit constitutionnel : «<La démocratie directe suisse : quel défi pour

Toulon U'Etat de droit ?» organised by ['Association francaise de droit constitutionnel (Marléne Collette)

20.6. «The Swiss System of Federal Power Sharing and Democratic Participation», Presentation during the visit of a

Fribourg delegation of members of parliament from Belgium (Eva Maria Belser)

923.6. «Verfassungsrechts, Presentation at the ALUMNI IUS FRILEX event, Service Pack 2023 (Eva Maria Belser)

Fribourg

93.6. «Aktuelles zum Verwaltungsrecht», Presentation at the ALUMNI IUS FRILEX event, Service Pack 2023

Fribourg (Andreas Stockli)

97.6. Welcome at the Research Seminar, «Challenges in Europe’s New Member States - Migration, the Balkan

Fribourg Route, EU enlargement and the future of European Security» (Rekha Oleschak)

14.-18.7. Power-sharing in the Middle East, Conference - Presentation, IPSA World Congress (S6ren Keil)

7.8. «Concepts of Federalism, Decentralization and Local Governance», Presentation as part of the Practitioners’
Murten Course (Eva Maria Belser)

7.8. «Introduction to Swiss Federalismy, Presentation as part of the Practitioners’ Course (Eva Maria Belser)
Murten

14.8. «Fiscal Federalism in Switzerlandy, Presentation as part of the Practitioners’ Course (Eva Maria Belser)
Murten

1.9. «Federalism in Switzerland - Diversity Management and Federal Balancing», Presentation as part of a visit by
Fribourg a delegation from the Ministry of Government Legislation (MOLEG), South Korea (Eva Maria Belser)

1.9. «Die Glaubens- und Gewissensfreiheit im Lauf der Zeit - Uber Entwicklungen und Tendenzens, Presentation
Fribourg on the occasion of the conference «175 Jahre Religionsfreiheit in der Bundesverfassung» (Andreas Stockli)

Annual Report 2023 | Institute of Federalism




..

5.9. «The European Charter of Local Self-Government» Presentation at the African School of Decentralisation,

Addis Ababa organised by Addis Ababa University and the University of the Western Cape (Eva Maria Belser)

7.9. «Tragweite der parlamentarischen Oberaufsicht iber die SNB und die FINMA», Presentation to the PUK

Berne «Geschaftsfiihrung der Behorden - CS-Notfusion» (Andreas Stockli)

7.-8.9. Conference chair, introduction and moderation, 1 Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg on the topic of

Fribourg «Intergouvernementale Beziehungen in foderalen Systemen» (Andreas Stockli)

8.9. «Intergouvernementale Beziehungen zwischen Autonomiesicherung und Zentralisierung, Input and

Fribourg management of a panel, 1** Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg (Eva Maria Belser)

8.9. «Status quo der intergouvernementalen Beziehungen im Bundesstaat», Input and management of a panel,

Fribourg 1% Journées du Fédéralisme de Fribourg (Bernhard Waldmann)

8.9. «Intergouvernmentalen Beziehungen in Krisenzeiten», Management of a panel, 1" Journées du Fédéralisme

Fribourg de Fribourg (Elisabeth Joller)

9.9. «Foderalismus», chairing a panel discussion at the Swiss Lawyers’ Conference (Bernhard Waldmann)

Zug

30.9. Participation in the SNSF NRP 80 Cluster Meeting on Governance & Economy as part of the SNSF NRP 80

Berne project «Covid-19 in der Gesellschaft» (Luis A. Maiorini, Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile and Stefanie Rusch)

11.10. «Die Akte Griniger - Die Geschichte eines Grenzgangers», Film discussion with Stefan Keller, Sarah Progin

Fribourg Theuerkauf and Liliane Minder (Eva Maria Belser)

927.10. «The Swiss Institutions as Consensus-Producing Machineries: How Direct Democracy and Proportionate

Philadelphia Representation Make Switzerland’s Federal Democracy Relatively Populism-Proofs, Presentation at the IACFS
Conference «The Health of Democracy in Federal Political Systems: Consolidating, Thriving, or Backsliding?»
(Eva Maria Belser)

31.10. «175 Swiss Federalism - Trials and Tribulations of a Stubborn Nation of Will, Presentation as part of a public

Montréal talk organised by the Université du Québec a Montréal (Eva Maria Belser)

6.11. «Die &ffentliche Hand als Aktionrin», Presentation on the occasion of an event organised by the Corporate

Berne Law Section of the Bernese Bar Association (Andreas Stockli)

8.11. «Die rechtlichen Grundlagen der Baukultur/Les juridiques de la culture du bati», Conference Building Culture

Fribourg and Law /Colloque Culture du bati et droit (Eva Maria Belser)

8.11. Organisation and welcome at the Research Seminar, «Volkish Politics Unmasked: From Exclusion Practices

Fribourg 1939-1945 to Contemporary Challengess, Dr. Alexa Stiller organised by the Institute for Federalism, the
Interdisciplinary Institute for Ethics and Human Rights and the Department of Contemporary History
(Rekha Oleschak)

10.-13.11. Discussion SNIS project, SNIS Research Meeting (Séren Keil)

Istanbul (TUR)

1.1

Presentation about «Climate Change and International Law», on the occasion of the Model United Nations,

Online Government Law College Thiruvananthapuram, India (Rekha Oleschak)

14.01. «Diskriminiert Foderalismus? Die Umsetzung des volkerrechtlichen Diskriminierungsverbots im foderalen

Tarragona Staat, am Beispiel der Anwendung der Kinderrechtskonvention durch die Kantone der Schweiz», Thesis
defence Urs Thalmann (Eva Maria Belser)

15.11. «Introduction to Federalism in Switzerland», Presentation as part of a visit by the Minister of Internal Security,

Fribourg Somalia (Eva Maria Belser)

16.11. «Regelungsarchitektur und Aufbau von Erlassens, Presentation at the Murten Legislative Seminar on drafting

Murten decrees (Andreas Stockli)
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16.11. «Normtypeny, Presentation at the Murten Legislative Seminar on drafting decrees (Bernhard Waldmann)

Murten

29.11. «l, Daniel Blake», Film discussion with Pierre Heusser and Adriano Previtali (Eva Maria Belser)

Fribourg

24.11. «Consultation, Consensus, Compromise - Switzerland’s Slow and Slightly Stubborn Style of Self-Gover-

Sofia nances, Lecture at the Swiss-Bulgarian Constitutional Discourse, organised by the University of Sofia 'St.
Kliment Ohridski’ and the Swiss Embassy in Bulgaria (Eva Maria Belser)

28.11. Organisation and participation, «kDemocracy in India: Current Issues», UNESCO Chair in Human Rights and

Berne Democracy and the Institute for Social Anthropology of the University of Berne (Rekha Oleschak)

29.11. «Neutralitat - eine Einflihrung», Major debate organised by the Faculty of Law of the University of Fribourg

Fribourg (Eva Maria Belser)

30.11. «Disaster Risk Management», Lecture on Swiss federalism and disaster risk management on the occasion of

Zurich the presentation of the IRCC to the Indonesian delegation at the invitation of the World Bank (Dr. Séren Keil
and Johanna Jean-Petit-Matile)

419. «Das Geschlecht im Recht», Legal debate of the Faculty of Law of the University of Fribourg with Bettina

Fribourg Hurlimann-Kaup and Alexandra Jungo, moderated by Bernhard Waldmann (Eva Maria Belser)

419, «Das Geschlecht in der Rechtsordnungy, Input and management of a panel as part of the event series

Fribourg «Rechtsdebatte» of the Faculty of Law of the University of Fribourg (Bernhard Waldmann)

5192. Moderation, «Building Trust and Foundations for Fiscal Federalism in Conflict-Affected Somalia Moderations,

Online with Mohamud Yasin, World Bank, Turn on Federalism (Rekha Oleschak)

7.12. «Das Notrechtssystem im Bund», Lecture and panel discussion at the Zurich Lawyers’ Association

Zurich (Bernhard Waldmann)

13.12. «Erin Brokovichy, Film discussion with Claudia Franziska Brihwiler, Franz Werro and Michel Heinzmann

Fribourg (Eva Maria Belser)

Imprint:

Institute of Federalism

Av. Beauregard 1

CH-1700 Fribourg

Tel. +41 (0) 26 300 81 25
E-Mail: federalism@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch

Editor: Institute of Federalism
(Coordination: Franziska Landolt)

Graphic design: Daniel Wynistorf, Berne

Print: Uniprint, University of Fribourg
Front cover: Daniel Wynistorf, Berne

Annual Report 2023 | Institute of Federalism









