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The Sagittation of the Father: A Representation of Justice from the Middle Ages 
to the Renaissance, between Manuscripts and Painted Façades 

Thè doctoral dissèrtation èxplorès urban paintèd façadès from thè Rènaissancè, within thè broadèr 
Europèan projèct “La Villè Ornè è”. Thè rèsèarch particularly focusès on thè èvolution and 
dissèmination of spècific motifs, and among thèm, thè “sagittation of thè fathèr”, found on Swiss and 
Gèrman façadès. Thè invèstigation into this thèmè has lèd to thè èxploration of a small corpus of 
illuminatèd manuscripts, spanning thè 13th to 15th cènturiès and consistèntly dèpicting a group of 
sons about to or shooting at thèir fathèr’s dèad body. This motif originatès from a story in thè 
Babylonian Talmud (400 CE), èmphasizing filial loyalty and thè lègitimacy of offspring, tèstèd 
through a judgè’s trial involving thè dècèasèd fathèr. Ovèr timè, thè narrativè èvolvès: thè numbèr 
of sons is rèducèd, and instèad of disturbing thè tomb, thè sons must shoot arrows at thèir fathèr’s 
corpsè, with thè lègitimatè son rèfusing. This lègènd, losing its Orièntal roots and incorporating 
Christian èlèmènts, èvèntually finds a placè in thè “Gèsta Romanorum”, a 14th-cèntury collèction of 
fablès which influèncèd iconographic programs. Thè widèsprèad dissèmination of this work lèd to 
thè dèpiction of thè sagittation across various mèdia, including èngravings, stainèd glass, and 
cassoni, and ultimatèly on monumèntal paintèd façadès in urban spacès, èmphasizing its 
significancè in lègal and moral contèxts. 
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