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The Green Road of OA: definition

“Green Road”: researchers self-archive their scientific articles, 
contributions or books in an institutional or disciplinary repository, 

usually after an embargo period.

https://oa100.snf.ch/en/context/open-access/versions-of-open-access/
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The Green Road of OA: definition

Roads to Open Access – Journal Articles by SNSF is licensed under CC BY.
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The Green Road of OA: definition

Robinson-Garcia N, Costas R, van Leeuwen TN. 2020. Open Access uptake by universities
worldwide. PeerJ 8:e9410 https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.9410

-> All roads 
should lead to 

the Green Road!
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Timeline

1989-1991: Early days of the World Wide Web

1991: Launch of arxiv, an open-access repository of electronic preprints

…

2002: Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI)

2005: First UNIFR publications on RERO DOC

…

2017: Swiss National Strategy on Open Access by swissuniversities

2018: Action plan by swissuniversities

…

2020: Open Access Policy of the University of Fribourg

2021: FOLIA replaces RERO DOC for UNIFR publications
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https://www.unifr.ch/researcher/en/openscience/open-access/unifr.html
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Advantages of the Green Road of OA

• Way of complying with the open access policies.

• Way of not being limited in the choice of journal to publish in. Allowed 
by 80% of the publishers - usually under certain conditions.

• Free of charges.

• Increases the visibility of articles. Indexed by all major search engines.

• Digital preservation insured by institutions, e.g. in case of bankruptcy 
of the publisher.
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Legal aspects

Loi sur le droit d’auteur (LDA)

Vs.

Code des obligations -> Du contrat d’édition (CO 380 sq.)

Vs.

Le contrat lui-même

Hilty, Reto M; Seemann, Matthias (2009). Open Access: Zugang zu wissenschaftlichen 
Publikationen im schweizerischen Recht. Zürich (Switzerland): Universität Zürich. 
https://doi.org/10.5167/uzh-30945
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Conditions (1): versions

• Preprint

• Before peer review

• = Submitted Manuscript = Submitted Version

• Postprint

• After peer review, but before any copyediting or formatting by the 
publisher

• = Accepted Author Manuscript (AAM) = Accepted Author Version = 
Accepted Manuscript = Final Accepted Version = Personal Copy

• Final version

• = Publisher’s Version = Version of Record (VoR)
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Conditions (1): versions

https://camacuk.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115005898287-What-is-the-author-accepted-manuscript-AAM-
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Conditions (1): versions

Creative Commons licenses by Foter (CC-BY-SA)
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Conditions (2): embargo
• Sometimes an embargo applies.

• How to find out?

• Sherpa Romeo: https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

• Publisher's web pages
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Conditions (2): embargo

• FOLIA allows to manage embargoes automatically! Submit your 
articles as soon as they are published, access will be restricted 
during the embargo and automatically opened at the end of the 
embargo
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FOLIA: public interface

https://folia.unifr.ch

https://folia.unifr.ch/unifr/documents/309686

Demo:
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FOLIA: Workflows

• Workflow for articles (journal articles, book chapters):

• The researcher makes a (unpublished) pre-deposit at 
https://www3.unifr.ch/apps/openaccess

• Simplified form

• Automatic analysis of the PDF

• Automatically sent to the moderator of the domain

Time saving: done very quickly!

• A moderator (librarian) makes the detailled deposit and publishes 
on FOLIA

• https://www.unifr.ch/researcher/en/openscience/open-
access/contact.html

• Ensure quality metadata to maximise visibility!

• Workflow for other document types (e.g. books): contact folia@unifr.ch
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FOLIA: Workflow for articles

Demo: https://www3.unifr.ch/apps/openaccess
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FOLIA: Workflow for articles
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Questions?
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 Are all your publications on FOLIA in 
accordance with the Open Access Policy 
of the University of Fribourg?
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UNIFR Open Science Week 2021

22 November 12:15 - Copyright in the Context of Open Science 

23 November 12:15 - Gold Open Access Publishing at the University of 
Fribourg

24 November 12:15 - The Green Road of Open Access

24 November 13:15 - Scientific IT Services in Open Science

25. November 12:15 - Research Data Management with OLOS

25 November 13:15 - Open Data and management of sensitive 
research data

26 November 12:15 - Open Educational Resources - an Introduction
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Useful links

• https://www.unifr.ch/researcher/en/openscience/open-access/

• Submit to FOLIA: https://www3.unifr.ch/apps/openaccess

• Visit FOLIA: https://folia.unifr.ch/

• Contacts @unifr: 
https://www.unifr.ch/researcher/en/openscience/open-
access/contact.html


